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Colleagues:

Thank you all for your continued participation in the Pakistan Flood Conference Calls. Attached to this
e-mail are the latest flood-related documents.

For Friday’s conference call at 1000 EDT, the call in number is (202) 647-0817 and the code is
080708. Please avoid using cell or speaker phones, as it degrades the quality of the call.

If you need any assistance during the call, you can call the State Department Operations Center at
(202) 647-1512 or (202) 647-7640.

The agenda for Friday’s Pakistan Flood Relief Conference Call at 1000 (EDT) will be distributed in
today’s afternoon e-mail.

All of these documents are also available on the portal at:

http://www.intelink.gov/wiki/Portal:2010 Pakistan Flooding

Ed Dunn

Pakistan Desk
Multifunctional Team
U.S. Department of State
(202) 736-7906

DunnEA2 @state.gov
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August 26, 2010 Contact: Richard Snelsire,
For Immediate Release Spokesman
458/2010 0300-501-2640

USAID Administrator Launches Pakistan Flood Relief Info Sharing on the
‘Humari Awaz’ Cell Phone Network

Islamabad, August 26, 2010 — During an interview on Pakistan Radio on August 25th, USAID
Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah invited people to share the latest information and updates on
Pakistan flood recovery efforts by SMS texting the word FLOODS to 7111.

People in Pakistan are using the country’s active Humari Awaz (“Our Voice™) cell phone
network to update each other about the latest flood news, valuable NGO grant and business
opportunities and to make new announcements of support by SMS texting the word FLOODS to
111

“We are pleased that Pakistan has a forum for information sharing that people everywhere can
use to engage each other in the flood relief effort,” said Dr. Shah. “Information sharing can help
connect people to resources to aid in disaster recovery and to engage one another in problem-
solving.”

The Humari Awaz social network was launched by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton at
Government College Lahore during her visit to Pakistan in October 2009. Since its launch,
network participants collectively have send over 350 million messages.

The FLOODS Group is available on all of Pakistan’s 90 million mobile phone networks and
allows users to join in discussion via SMS subscription to send real-time messages to all group
partners.

To learn how to use Humari Awaz mobile users need only SMS the words "HELP" or
"MADAD" to 7111.

For more press releases and information on Pakistan — U.S. relations, please visit our
Website: hittp://islamabad. usembassy.gov
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Foreign Minister telephones Foreign Ministers of France, Italv and Spain

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi telephoned his
French, Italian and Spanish counterparts today to brief them about the latest
flood situation in the country. He also apprised them of the ongoing rescue

and relief operations 1n all the four provinces of the country.

The Foreign Minister expressed gratitude for the assistance provided by
the three countries bilaterally as well as through the EU. He commended their

governments’ solidarity with the people of Pakistan in this hour of need.

The Foreign Ministers of France, Italy and Spain reiterated their
governments’ sympathy and solidarity with the government and the people of
Pakistan in the face of this unprecedented calamity. They also assured the

Foreign Minister of their countries’ continued support to meet this challenge.

Islamabad
25 August 2010
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Official Text
Transcript of Remarks by USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah
Sukkur, Pakistan
August 25, 2010

I would like to start by thanking you for coming and I have been deeply moved by the things I
have seen and heard here in Sukkur and in the heart of Sindh along the banks of the Indus River
about the impact that these floods have had on the people of Pakistan.

The waters of the Indus River have nurtured civilization for 5000 years of recorded history.
Today, I have also seen and met with the families who suffered the terrible damage that these
waters have recently done. This has caused not just a humanitarian crisis, but as you drive along
the roadside and see the destruction of agriculture and death of livestock, one recognizes this
also 1s a tremendous economic and social catastrophe.

We know that twenty million Pakistanis have been affected by these tragic floods and we know
that more than 20 percent of all cropland in this country is underwater. Farmers are without crop,
livestock have been wiped out, the winter planting season, rapidly coming upon us, 1s in serious
jeopardy. We met today with children who are hungry and who are not currently in schools and
we know that mothers are currently lacking access to necessary urgent maternal healthcare.
Waters are polluted, and water-borne illness is a tremendous threat to the entire population.

Yesterday, I had the opportunity to meet with the United Nations organizations cluster leads that
are providing urgent support to Pakistan and urgent leadership sector by sector. Over 1.8 million
people have received initial 30 day rations of food from the World Food Program, more than half
of that has been provided through partnership with the United States. The sectors are working
aggressively to meet the needs and are clearly scaling up their response efforts as quickly as they
possibly can.



I also met with General Nadeem and the National Disaster Management Authority staff. This is
the first natural disaster in Pakistan where NDMA led by General Nadeem has been in clear
charge of the entire response effort. USAID is proud to be working with General Nadeem and
his team who are doing an outstanding job in very difficult circumstances. In fact, USAID has
helped provide resources to set up and support the National Disaster Management Authority.
We continue to provide support to allow General Nadeem to have the capacity, staff and
capability to save as many lives as possible, evacuate communities, and provide support to
communities that have been affected by the floods.

We had the chance yesterday to travel with General Nadeem by helicopter over the flooded Swat
Valley, and we saw bridge after bridge that had been washed out by the floods, stranding more
than 600,000 people in the region. So many of these people were displaced only a year ago by
terrorism and had recently returned home — only to suffer from this natural disaster.

Today, touring devastation in this region, I am both saddened by the extent of the catastrophe
and also deeply impressed by the commitment and valor of the dedicated international and local
relief workers who are doing their best to meet human needs. But let me be clear: This disaster
presents a major logistical challenge. Simply getting food, water, non-food items such as
hygiene kits, and a range of other items to the needy populations will be a significant challenge
in the days and weeks to come. We are committed to supporting as significant a relief effort as
1s possible and our focus on a day to day basis is to ensure that the relief effort is larger, exists at
greater scale, 1s more efficient and is able to meet greater needs every single day.

We are carrying a message with us for the people of Pakistan: As you begin to recover from this
disaster, America, including the United States Agency for International Development and all of
the other parts of our government stand with you. The American people are committed to
humanitarian response. We believe in the moral calling of saving lives when it is possible to do
so and we are fully committed to this effort. That is why just last week Secretary Clinton and I
joined the United Nations General Assembly and announced a $150 million support package just
for the immediate relief effort that has taken place and it is why we continue to try to expand our
efforts every single day.

Today, in southern Pakistan, I am pleased to announce that the United States will redirect an
additional $50 million of assistance from our Kerry Lugar Berman Assistance portfolio to aid
Pakistanis in early recovery efforts such as the things we started to see here in the camps.

We will continue to closely monitor and assess the situation, and will look for ways that we can
most immediately and effectively benefit the people of Pakistan. There’s no question that as this
effort transitions from meeting basic needs in the immediate relief period to an early recovery



period that 1s focused on supporting the resiliency of local markets -- helping people get back on
their feet, supporting local cash for work programs so that they can support themselves and build
viable local economies -- that we will need to take steps that fulfill our commitment to the people
of Pakistan and do what is ever most appropriate and most effective to really help people
recover.

We will consult closely with Pakistan’s leadership. We have been engaged in an important and
significant strategic dialogue since the beginning of this Administration. Secretary Clinton and
President Obama remain committed to that dialogue as a vehicle for us to have the type of
consultation and partnership that cuts across a broad range of issues and allows us to work in real
partnership on behalf of the people of Pakistan. As hard as it 1s to image a future in the face of
the devastation that we see today and we see all around Pakistan as a result of the floods, we
believe that this also presents an opportunity to build back a stronger and better and more
resilient Pakistani economy.

After the tragic earthquake in 2005 that killed almost 80,000 Pakistanis, USAID committed itself
to rebuilding schools on behalf of those affected communities. We rebuilt 56 schools that serve
more than 20,000 students and we built them to a high earthquake standard that we, in fact, had
the chance to see as we tflew over some of them yesterday. That’s just one example of how we
can work together to build back a stronger and more capable Pakistan that provides better
services to its people and takes seriously the risk reduction that we need to put in place, so that
future natural disasters simply don’t cause the kind of tragedy that we have seen today and that
we have seen in the recent floods.

So I thank you for being here. I thank you for joining us in the visits to the camps, ultimately
those visits for me were a unique opportunity to speak with, listen to and learn from the people
we are trying to serve. I take back with me a real sense of commitment because what they’ve
been through has been horrendous and we want to do everything we possibly can to help them
rebuild their lives. Thank you.

For more press releases and information on Pakistan — U.S. relations, please visit our
website: http://islamabad.usembassy.gov
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Correction For The Record:
USAID Administrator Visit to Sukkur

Islamabad, August 26, 2010 — Several Pakistani and international media outlets incorrectly
reported that USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah visited a relief camp run by Falah-i-Insaniat,
which is allegedly linked to the banned terrorist organization Lashkar-e-Taiba.

In fact, Dr. Shah visited the Double Session High School in Sukkur where USAID —funded
partners were providing relief supplies to 1200 flood victims living temporarily at the school.
USAID partners have been providing assistance to victims of the flooding at the school since
August 16™. The Double Session High School is a Pakistan government school and is under the
supervision of the Government of Pakistan. At no time during his visit did Dr. Shah encounter
or meet with any members of a banned extremist organization.

At a press conference in Sukkur, Dr. Shah announced that the U.S. is contributing an additional
$50 million to early recovery efforts from the Pakistan floods. The United States is now
providing $200 million as well as significant in kind and technical assistance specifically to
address the impact of these floods.

We refer any questions regarding the Double Session High School in Sukkur to the Government
of Pakistan.

(For more press releases, please visit our website: http.//islamabad.usembassy.gov)



